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LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE 
 

AGENDA 
 

3rd Meeting, 2016 (Session 5) 
 

Wednesday 7 September 2016 
 
The Committee will meet at 10.00 am in the James Clerk Maxwell Room (CR4). 
 
1. Declaration of interests: Subject to the Parliament's approval of motion S5M-

01266, Ruth Maguire will be invited to declare any relevant interests. 
 
2. Decision on taking business in private: The Committee will decide whether 

to take items 4 and 5 in private. 
 
3. Independent Review of the Scottish Planning System: The Committee will 

take evidence from— 
 

Petra Biberbach, Chief Executive, PAS and Panel Member of the 
Independent Review of the Scottish Planning System; 
 
John Hamilton, CEO, Winchburgh Developments and Panel Member of 
the Independent Review of the Scottish Planning System; 
 

and then from— 
 

Kevin Stewart, Minister for Local Government and Housing, and John 
McNairney, Chief Planner, Scottish Government. 
 

4. Independent Review of the Scottish Planning System: The Committee will 
consider the evidence heard at agenda item 3. 

 
5. Draft Budget Scrutiny 2017-18: The Committee will consider its approach to 

the scrutiny of the Scottish Government's Draft Budget 2017-18. 
 
6. Work programme (in private): The Committee will consider its work 

programme. 
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The papers for this meeting are as follows— 
 
Agenda item 3  

PRIVATE PAPER 
 

LGC/S5/16/3/1 (P) 

An independent review of the Scottish planning system 
 

LGC/S5/16/3/2 

Scottish Government response to the independent review of 
the Scottish planning system 
 

LGC/S5/16/3/3 

Scottish Government Submission 
 

LGC/S5/16/3/4 

Agenda item 5  

PRIVATE PAPER 
 

LGC/S5/16/3/5 (P) 

Agenda item 6  

PRIVATE PAPER 
 

LGC/S5/16/3/6 (P) 

PRIVATE PAPER 
 

LGC/S5/16/3/7 (P) 

 

http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0050/00500946.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0050/00502867.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0050/00502867.pdf
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Local Government and Communities Committee 
 

3rd Meeting 2016 (Session 5), Wednesday 7 September 2016 
 

Independent Review of the Scottish Planning System – submission from the 
Scottish Government 

 
 
Background  
In September 2015 Scottish Ministers appointed an independent panel to review the 
Scottish planning system. The panel were tasked with producing recommendations 
to improve the system. 
  
The panel was chaired by Crawford Beveridge, who was joined by Petra Biberbach 
and John Hamilton. Secretariat support to the independent panel was provided by 
staff in the Scottish Government’s Planning & Architecture Division.  
 
Evidence gathering  
The panel undertook a thorough evidence gathering process across an 8 month 
period.  
 

 401 pieces of written evidence were gathered through an open call for 
evidence which ran from 20 October 2015 to 1 December 2015. Late 
responses were also accepted by the panel. 

 
 Oral evidence sessions were held on 28 / 29 January, and 23 / 25 February 

2016. The panel held a mixture of individual sessions and group discussions, 
to ensure that a wide variety of stakeholders were able to participate. Over 
100 individuals, representing around 70 organisations, gave evidence to the 
panel. 
 

 An online discussion forum was hosted on the Scottish Government platform 
‘Dialogue’ to provide a further opportunity for all stakeholders to inform the 
thinking of the panel. 
 

 The panel also considered other relevant published evidence, as detailed in 
Annex IV of their report.  

 
Report  
The report of the panel, ‘Empowering planning to deliver great places’, was 
published on 31 May 2016. The report contains 48 recommendations to improve the 
planning system across six key themes; development planning; housing; 
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infrastructure; development management; leadership, resourcing and skills; and 
community engagement.  
 
Conclusion of the independent review  
The independent panel was formally convened at their first meeting in October 2015. 
Following the publication of their report the panel was dissolved. Scottish Ministers 
responded to the recommendations on 11 July 2016 and the panel’s 
recommendations are now being considered in more detail by the Scottish 
Government. The panel is not responsible for taking forward the recommendations. 
Scottish Ministers have welcomed the report and thanked the panel for their 
contribution. 
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